
EVERY CHILD, EVERYWHERE
C H I L D R E N  F R O M  U K R A I N E

LEADER GUIDE

BIBLE  TRUTH: 
God loves every child, 
everywhere.

KEY  VERSE:
For God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only Son, 
that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have 
eternal life.

John 3:16 (ESV®)



NOTES FOR THE TEACHER: 

As you prepare for this “GO Reach Kids” 
lesson aabout the children in the Ukraine, 
here are a few ideas for adapting the 
experience to your particular situation:

• Prior to the lesson, draw five large lines 
at the bottom of a large sheet of paper 
or white board for the “Secret Message” 
activity in Focus on the Video. Leave 
room above the blanks for the answers 
to the five questions in the activity. The 
lines will be used to spell out “God loves 
every child everywhere.”

• In the “Focus on the Bible” section, we 
provide a Bible story based on the 
Bible truth and the key verse. You might 
consider extending the study over two 
weeks with the first week looking at the 
“Focus on the Nations” emphasis and 
the second week studying the “Focus on 
the Bible” information.

• In additional to the core lesson, we also 
provide optional activities. Feel free to 
use these as time allows. They also make 
fun pre-class activities or can keep kids 
engaged as a wrap-up to the lesson.

• The PowerPoint slides we have provided 
can help you during the “Focus on the 
Nations” piece of the activity. These 
extra tools can enhance the learning 
experience. 

• We have provided a downloadable 
parent handout related to this lesson. 
Simply make copies of the handout and 
distribute them to your parents.

ESV®

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version® (ESV®), copy right ©2001 
by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

1. Focus on the Nations   (About 5 minutes)

Ask children if they know where the Ukraine 
is located. Allow a few guesses, then show 
the PowerPoint slide with the map of 
Ukraine and their flag. Share that their flag 
is two equally horizontal bands of blue and 
yellow color which symbolize the clear blue 
sky over yellow wheat fields. Explain that 
it is part of Europe then share the slides 
with the “Ukraine Fun facts.”

UKRAINE FUN FACTS
• Population:  approximately 

45 million

• Capital: Kiev

• Currency: Hryvnia

• If you want to say hello in 
Ukraine you would say “pryvit”. 
If you wanted to say good you 
would say “dobre”.

• Ukraine shares its border with 7 
other countries: Russia, Belarus, 
Poland, Slovakia, Hungary, 
Romania, and Moldova. It is the 
largest state in Europe.

• Ukraine became a country on 
August 24, 1991 following the 
collapse of the Soviet Union.

• Their most popular sport is 
football (soccer).
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2. Focus on the Video   
(About 10 minutes)

Show the video of Ukraine 
Awana club.

After the video, allow several 
children to share some things 
that stuck out to them. Show the kids 
the blank lines you have drawn on the 
board or paper. Tell them that you need 
their help solving a secret message from 
today’s lesson.

Read the following questions:
1. Where does the love of Jesus need 

to go?  [answer: everywhere]

2. What does God call us to do for our 
neighbor in Matthew 5:43?  [answer: 
love]

3. Who created the heaven and the 
earth? [answer: God]

4. Unscramble ‘yeerv’ to make a word. 
[answer: every]

5. 1 Corinthians 13:11 - what five letter 
word is repeated several times in this 
verse?  [answer: child]

As the children answer the questions, 
write their responses on the board or 
paper above the blank lines. Tell them 
that to reveal the secret message, they 
will need to put the words in the correct 
order. They may need to use the entire 
word or just part of the word. 

Point out that the answer to the secret 
message is “God loves every child 
everywhere.” Every child everywhere 
needs Jesus, needs to grow spiritually, 
and loves to have fun. Share that the 
children in the Ukraine are asking to go to 

Awana 
just like you do. Don’t you love coming – so 
do they! These children are different in 
so many ways from you like the language 
they speak. Yet they are the same as you 
in the most important ways. They are 
pleading, “help me please so I can come 
to Awana too!” They need to experience 
the love of Jesus. Ask them to read 
today’s key verse and close this time in 
prayer. 

3. Focus on the Bible: Send Help

Ask the kids if they can recall a biblical 
account when someone asked God to 
send them help so they could learn about 
Jesus. Discuss their responses. 

If it’s not mentioned, share the biblical 
account of “The Macedonian Call” found 
in Acts 16:6-40. Paul and Silas were 
traveling sharing the good news of Jesus.  
Everywhere they traveled the churches 
were strengthened and more people 
came to know Jesus as their Savior. 
As they were traveling on their way to 
certain cities and regions, the Holy Spirit 
prevented them. It seems strange that 
the Holy Spirit would prevent them yet it 
did. Ask the children “Do you know why?”

Focus in on Acts 16:6-10. Highlight Paul 
and Silas’ obedience to God’s call. 
Emphasize that no matter what, Paul and 
Silas would trust and obey God.  God has 



a plan. God is always in control and knows 
what is best. Now tell the children, “Let’s 
find out what God was up to!” Share the 
account stressing the plea for help, Paul’s 
obedience, and God’s response. 

Do you know that many came to know 
the Lord through their obedience to God’s 
call? You may have even memorized 
Acts 16:31 which is part of this account. 
Challenge the children to think of times 
when God may have called or is calling 
them to obey. Did they obey? Will 
they obey? Maybe you are thinking of 
someone now who needs to hear about 
Jesus – will you go and tell them? You see 
God desires that every child, everywhere 
know His love, His Son. It may be hard – it 
was for Paul and Silas. They were thrown 
into prison yet they continued to praise 
and trust God. Are you ready to trust and 
obey?

4. Focus on the Key Verse: 
John 3:16

Direct children to sit in a circle. Ask them to 
repeat the key verse after you. No matter 
where you live or who you are, there is only 
one way to be saved. John 3:16 shares the 
way – through believing in Jesus. We are 
all alike in this one very life saving way – we 
need Jesus!

Have a ball (object) to pass around the 
circle. Hand it to one child. Explain that in 
this game, everyone will say the reference, 
John 3:16, then the child with the ball will 
say the first word. Then the child will pass 
the ball to the next child who will say the 
next word and so on until the verse is 
completed. Once the verse is completed 
everyone will again say the reference 
together. Play again getting faster and 

faster seeing how fast you can say the 
verse while also being careful not to drop 
the ball. 

OPTIONAL ACTIVITY:

Intro activity: Word Picture Problem

Hang a large sheet of paper on a focal 
wall or use a white board for a game to 
introduce this lesson’s country.  First draw 
a blank, a large plus sign, then a crane 
(bird), and then an equals sign.  (You can 
search google images for a crane clip art)

_______________  + bird crane =

Tell them for the first part of the word 
you will point at something or someone. 
They will have to guess what the word is 
that goes on that first blank. Point at an 
individual child in the room. Call on those 
children who raise their hand with the 
possible answer. The answer is ‘you.’ If 
not guessed in a couple of tries, fill in the 
answer blank. 

Next have them try to put together ‘you’ 
and the bird to come up with you-crane or 
Ukraine. Continue to let the kids guess for 
a time then share that the second word is 
crane, a type of bird. See if they can get it 
now. If not, share the country you will be 
focusing in on today, Ukraine. 

FOCUS ON THE HOME: 
DIG DEEPER 

(DOWNLOADABLE HANDOUT)

For the Parents

During this week’s GO lesson your child 
learned about the country of Ukraine. 
Your child learned that there are children 



far away who also love to hear about 
Jesus, grow spiritually, and enjoy a safe 
place to have fun. 

You can use these questions to start the 
conversation with your child about what 
he/she learned and the importance of 
being obedient to God’s call.
• How did the children learn about the love 

of Jesus?

• In what ways were the children in Ukraine 
different from them?

• In what ways were the children the 
same?

Family Activity: Current News

Ukraine has been in the news quite 
frequently lately. Find an age appropriate 
article and discuss what is happening 
there. Share that true freedom can be 
found in Jesus even amidst political turmoil 
and war. The people there are asking for 
help. Discuss the kind of help they need 
and who could provide it?

Discuss what your family’s response 
should be. What could you do? You could 
pray daily for them. You could find and 
make a recipe from the Ukraine and invite 
your child’s friends over. Your child could 
share what they have been learning about 
the Ukraine. The time could end with the 
children playing football (soccer). Be 
intentional about putting your plan into 
action soon. Discuss that learning, praying, 
and serving others can help develop a 
heart that is open to hearing God’s call. 

As a parent continue to explore what you 
could do to help you child intentionally 
think of others who need to hear about 
Jesus? Also how you can prepare your 
child to hear God’s call? May God bless 
and multiply your efforts. 
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